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Synopsis

There is a paradox about Africa: it remains a subject that attracts considerable attention yet rarely is
there a full appreciation of its complexity. African historiography has typically consisted of writing
Africa for EuropeA¢a -4 ¢instead of writing Africa for itself, as itself, from its own perspectives. The
History of Africa redresses this by letting the perspectives of Africans themselves take center stage.
Authoritative and comprehensive, this book provides a wide-ranging history of Africa from earliest
prehistory to the present dayA¢a -4 ¢using the cultural, social, political, and economic lenses of
Africa as instruments to illuminate the ordinary lives of Africans. The result is a fresh survey that
includes a wealth of indigenous ideas, African concepts, and traditional outlooks that have escaped
the writing of African history in the West. The new edition includes information on the Arab Spring,
the rise of FrancAfrica, the presence of the Chinese in Africa, and the birth of South Sudan. The
chapters go up to the present day, addressing US President Barack Obama’s policies toward Africa.
A new companion website provides students and scholars of Africa with access to a wealth of
supporting resources for each chapter, including images, video and audio clips, and links to sites for
further research. This straightforward, illustrated, and factual text allows the reader to access the
major developments, personalities, and events on the African continent. This groundbreaking

survey is an indispensable guide to African history.
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Customer Reviews

"Molefi Kete Asante is an important scholar-activist whose intellectual contributions to the forward

progression of African peoples cannot be overstated. This updated edition honors AsanteA¢a -4,¢s



A¢a -EceElder DjelisA¢a -a,¢ with its new research, sources, and interpretation on a myriad of
issues and events including the deaths of Madiba and Achebe, conflicts in Senegal, Sudan and
Democratic Republic of the Congo, terrorism in Nigeria, the A¢a —-EceArab Spring,A¢a -4a,¢ and

much more."A¢a -4a ¢Will GuzmAfAin, Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University

Molefi Kete Asante is Professor and Chair of the Department of African American Studies at Temple
University. He is the founding editor of the Journal of Black Studies and has published 76 books
including The African American People: A Global History (Routledge) and As | Run Toward Africa.
He is President, Molefi Kete Asante Institute, Philadelphia; Board of Directors, Institute for Pan

African Strategies, Dakar; and Advisor, Thabo Mbeki Institute for African Leadership, Tshwane.

Perhaps if | had a history text as rich as "The History of Africa" in high school and grade school, |
would have been more enthusiastic to learn about past events. Dr. Asante simply gets it. His
organic and clear writing, use of evidence, matter of fact attitude, and precise details attract and
immerse the reader in a text that is so alive and brilliant, it becomes almost impossible to put down.

"The History of Africa" is a winner but it is not for those who are content with ignorance.

A thorough study of Africa.

This book is absolutely wonderful. The detailing and information given supply the reader with

in-depth insight to the expansive history of Africa. Asante hits this one out of the park. A must-have.
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